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words of comfort, and for your many other expressions of love and concern during this 
time of our bereavement, but most especially, for your prayers.  They have helped to 
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to richly bless each of your lives.  We love you all. 

 
This poem was written in August, 2003, by Brother Crouchôs youngest son,  
Clinton.  However, it reflects the feelings of all three of his sons today ï Eric, 

John, and Clinton. 
 

They say a boy must see a man in order to be a man, 

To see him love, nurture, coach, and hold his hand. 

 
They say a real man practices what he preaches. 

A real man is accessible, not beyond his familyôs reaches. 

 
They say a real man provides and brings home the bacon; 

He makes sure his familyôs never hungry or cold, shivering and shaking. 

 
They say it takes a real man to be head of the house. 

That man keeps happy, the one who wears the blouse. 

 
They say that real men donôt cry; thatôs a lie. 

Real men have emotions and a heart that they donôt need to hide. 

 
They say a real man stands true, tall, and fights for what he loves. 

A real man loves nothing more than his family and God above. 

 
They say a good man is so hard to find, 

That all the men are locked up or theyôve lost their mind. 

 
They say if youôre looking for a real man, donôt even bother. 

I say if you believe this, you havenôt met my father. 

 
I say my Dad is a REAL MAN, the realest of the real. 

Thatôs why I keep on striving;  Iôve got some big shoes to fill. 

 
Thank you for everything.  Dad, I love you so much. 
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Obituary 
 

Born in Washington, D.C., on October 21, 1929, Cornelius Crouch, Jr., 
was reared in a household of three siblings and four cousins.  He often 
spoke lovingly of his maternal grandmother who taught all of them of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Cornelius, affectionately known as Neil, was 
educated in the District of Columbia Public Schools.  Immediately after 
high school graduation, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served a 
tour of duty in Korea during the Korean War. 
 

After leaving the military, Neil lived in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he was 
trained as a brick mason. He worked diligently to develop his skills in that area and 
began a long career as a master journeyman. He often pointed out buildings 
throughout the Washington metropolitan area that he helped to build. Laying bricks 
to construct outstanding buildings was the beginning of his journey as a man who 
would help to construct outstanding young men as he taught them the skills that he 
had mastered, including U.S. Army servicemen stationed at Fort Belvoir in the 
Army Corps of Engineers, and scores of students at the Career Center in the 
Arlington Public School System. 
 
Neil, a man of faith, was ordained as a deacon at the First Baptist Church of Camp 
Springs, Maryland, prior to the family moving their membership in 1986 to From 
the Heart Church Ministries.  As a result of the teachings at From the Heart, he 
began to take his walk with Christ very seriously, systematically changing the way 
he responded to the issues of life.  With his wife, he served as Ministry Head of the 
Christian Education Department, was a member of the Membership Care and 
Financial Stewardship ministries, and served on the Board of Directors for the None 
Suffer Lack Federal Credit Union.  He also served as Director of the Extended Care 
and Summer Camp Programs at From the Heart Christian School. 
 
Though he was a devoted season ticket holder of the Washington Football Team, 
Neil found great joy in playing games that allowed him to outthink his opponents.  
He was a nearly unbeatable ping-pong player and a very clever billiards player.  
However, his first athletic love was tennis and he was excellent, well-known as the 
guy on the court whose movements were so fluid that he reached and returned shots 
that had been seen as unreturnable by his opponents.   
 
Those who are left to embrace their fondest memories of Neil are his wife, Amenta 
W. Crouch; his only daughter, Allison C. Crouch; three sons, John F. Smith, Jr. 
(Errin), Eric J. Crouch, and Clinton C. Crouch (Yodit); seven grandchildren:  Taryn 
Ford (Johnathan), Tyler Smith, Cydney Wallace (Daniel), Chandler Smith, Mason 
N. Crouch, Anthony C. Crouch, and Roman G. Crouch; and a host of nieces and 
nephews.  

 
 

 
 


